





Bi-Centenary Chimes

Judith Frye, Dunblane

This year marks the two hundredth anniversary of the invention of the Ellacombe Chimes.

The Ellacombe apparatus is a device that enables one person to ring all the bells in a church. It was
invented by the Rev. Henry Thomas Ellacombe and installed in the Parish of Bitton (between Bristol
and Bath). Each of the bells is struck while the bell is static instead of swinging through 360°.

It is said that Rev. Ellacombe devised the mechanism so that the bells could be rung by one trusted
person without involving a band of unruly and perhaps drunken ringers!
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On the 26 June 2021 a
worldwide celebration
is planned for the 200th
anniversary of Rev
Henry Thomas
Ellacombe’s invention
of ringing chimes,
focused on St Mary's
Church, Bitton, where
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nineteenth and early
twentieth century and
installed in churches
throughout the world.
Many of these churches
have been invited to
join in a world wide
chiming of bells that is
planned to begin in
New Zealand and end
on the Pacific coast of
Canada.

event will then cross the Atlantic and be heard
across the Americas finishing in Vancouver,
British Columbia.

All forms of chiming, with carillons or fetircle
towers will also be participating in this
celebration of Rev, Ellacombe’s contribution t
the world's bellringing heritage, but centered

on St Mary's Church, Bitton, where a live
streaming of the festivities will be shown as
well as a special performance based on the
Ellacombe Chimes.

Itis a date not to be missed.

Judith Frye using the
Ellacombe chiming apparatus
at Dunblane Cathedral

A poster about the
bicentenary event

Although many church towers have had Ellacombe Chimes in the past, countless have either been
completely removed (leaving just the holes in the ceiling) or have not been maintained so can no
longer be played. We are fortunate to have a fully working apparatus in Dunblane Cathedral and it
is used regularly, ringing both changes and hymn tunes.

On 26 June 2021, there was a worldwide celebration of the bicentenary of Ellacombe’s invention.
Bells throughout the world were chimed, starting in New Zealand and heard in each of the major
time zones at noon local time in each location. They made their way to the UK, then across the
Americas, finishing in Vancouver, Canada, 17 hours later. Along with many others, Dunblane’s
Ellacombe was chimed at midday in celebration of this event.

The poster shown above can be found at:
https://anzab.org.au/news/images/Ellacombeleaflet.pdf

A commemorative book has been published; Ellacombe Chimes: Two Hundred Years, (ISBN 978-1-
304-70761-1) can be purchased from the publisher Lulu (hopefully through Amazon in due course):

https://lulu.com/en/gb/shop/mike-gates/ellacombe-chimes-two-hundred-years/paperback/product-me5dpw.html

Tower Talk ¢ Number 20 ¢ Page 13



Look! No ropes

Jonathan Crouchman, Wensleydale

What is it like for a bellringing novice to learn how to ring online? We decided to find out. The end
of the story is that it is extremely successful, and here is how it happened.

I am lucky that I live in Wensleydale which has the good fortune to have a few bellringing enthusiasts,
even though half-decent plain hunting remains an aspiration for many. The dale has six towers with
bands, and these loosely cooperate as the ‘Wensleydale Cluster’. Last year, two of the six towers
decided to replace their real world practices with virtual practices which were greatly enhanced
with that fantastic tool Ringing Room, and these morphed into cluster practices.

Early this year, we decided to undertake a recruitment campaign by means of an introductory online
bellringing course. We were greatly helped in our preparation by Ruth, the editor of Tower Talk,
who sent us a lesson plan for an introduction to virtual ringing devised by Australian ringer Laura
Goodin. Wensleydale’s David Scrutton adapted Laura’s lessons for our use.

We promoted the course through personal contacts, social media, shop posters and similar, and
attracted twenty new trainees, mostly local but a few from further afield, one as far away as Kent.
Two of our long distance students had some experience of tower ringing.

Ouronline course consisted of five lessons that introduced Ringing Room and the elements of change
ringing, focussing particularly on plain hunting, but on the way looking at call changes, making
places, dodging and blue lines. Of course, we have explained to them something about ringing bells
with ropes: handstroke, backstroke, getting up to the balance, standing. Understanding gained in
the virtual world will necessarily be limited but may help accelerate learning in the tower. By the
end of the five lessons our trainees could plain hunt on five with a cover, and we were delighted that
our trainees all elected to continue ringing online with us. As some of our trainees were becoming
reliant on their “crib sheet”, we threw them in at the deep end with plain hunting on eleven, in the
hope that they would better grasp the underlying principles of hunting. And they didn’t drown, they
swam! That was such a good evening.

The trainees expressed enthusiasm and gratitude, and lived out their positive attitudes by staying
online with us. So, what do they say?

The feedback on the course was all delightfully positive for us. Perhaps our students are all too
polite! The following comments are representative:

It's really something that's
completely different from what
| do day to day. | look forward to it.

| think your team that’s running
this is just excellent, | enjoyed
the course, and | learnt a lot.

You have put on an excellent course, not

A good laugh as much frightened me, have demystified me. Thank you.

as being educational.

I've looked on this as an opportunity to learn a

new skill during lockdown, because I think it’s ~ You do meet some very
good to turn something that’s negative into a interesting people from all over
positive. So that was my thinking about doing the country. Very sociable.

it at the start and I've really enjoyed it.

You've shown a lot of patience actually. My tower
doesn’t. (This from one of our long-distance
students with some experience in the tower).
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Wensleydale Ringers

Learn about Bell
Ringing during
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Locw. o wensleydaleringers@gmail.com
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What's on this week?

the Wensleydale
bell ringers

> Places are still available on our free online ‘Introduction to
Ringing’ course, starting in early March

» Wednesday, 7.30 pm: online ringing practice in the
Middleham ringing chamber

» Thursday, 7.30 pm: online ringing practice in the Masham
ringing chamber

A poster for the
Wensleydale course

Want to know more? Email wensleydaleringers@gmail.com
or via Messenger or reply to a Facebookpost.

A common theme was how useful virtual ringing was to learn theory. Our few students with ringing
experience offered useful insights, for example that online practices will give those who haven't
been in the tower a big advantage. One said:

Counting your places and all of that is more difficult in a tower when you’ve everything
else to do, so ringing in Ringing Room has helped me to focus on counting places.

Our students were apprehensive about ringing real bells but there were positive feelings as well.
Here is a flavour of the views expressed:

| don’t like the idea of turning
up at a practice and messing
it up for everyone else.

I’'m going to make an awful lot of
mistakes when | get into the tower.

We won't know
until we get there.

It's useful for us to hear such fears. It particularly helps us to know which individuals seem to
be most anxious or lacking in self-confidence, so that we can adjust our interactions with them
accordingly. We hope to hold a social event once this is allowed - soon we hope!

In conclusion, our online course has been very successful in recruiting new ringers and in teaching
them ringing theory up to plain hunting. Our students have enjoyed it and seem to value having
learned a new skill. Those who had ringing experience considered that the course was a good
opportunity to learn theory and would provide new trainees with a springboard in the tower. The
course has allowed students and existing ringers to get to know each other, giving a few useful
insights as to individual personalities and concerns before students arrive in the tower.

Perhaps some tower captains and ringing masters are reading this article. If you are, please carefully
consider our students’ comments, especially:

>>>>> You've shown a lot of patience actually. My tower doesn't. <<<<<

When in the tower, we are all trying to do our best whilst seeking an enjoyable and rewarding
experience. So, please, please, be patient, be kind, be amiable, be understanding, be humorous,
be helpful.

If you want to contact us, please send an email to wensleydaleringers@gmail.com
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The Poacher turned Gamekeeper

Mary Jones, Norfolk

There comes a point in one’s learning when it is time to give rather than receive. If you are lucky,
you will reach a stage when you realise that in some particular area you actually know more than
many others and, if you feel ready, you can now try to share some of this hard-won knowledge -
pass it on, as it were. But beware. You may be biting off a little more than you can comfortably chew.

We are not all destined to teach. We may be skilled in one particular area or with one particular age
group, but rather indifferent, if not downright dangerous, in another.

Take me. | can teach a child to enjoy learning, to relish school to the point that they are disappointed
when it is the weekend. | can teach them to read and to love stories, rather than merely decode
squiggles on a page. | can make sure that they always rematch pen lids, never put their feet on the
seats in public places, dispose of tissues in the bin, and wash their hands after using the loo. But
does that mean, despite my good intentions, that | can teach someone to ring methods?

No, it does not.

This does not mean that | don’t start out with certain advantages: I

® | am trained as a teacher and am aware of how
people learn in different ways.

® | have no crowd management issues. After herding
30 small children, sometimes single handedly,
managing a few interested adults is not hard.

® | am confident in sharing what | know.

® | am still close enough to the (bell-related) learning
process itself to remember what it feels like. |
understand the areas in which more experienced
ringers assume knowledge that learners do not yet
have, and can help to fill in the gaps.

® | am all too aware of how damaging to one’s self
esteem it can be when you don’t understand and
you feel like an idiot. It is uncomfortable, because Who is teaching?
as adults many of us are not used to being in this Who is learning?
diminished position. | get it because | am still often
there myself.

| But then there are disadvantages: '

The main one is that actually | do not yet know enough. | can mislead, | don’t use the proper code,
and although | am developing some skills in the theoretical department, | fear that they are not the
sort of skills that are universally recognised by other ringers. They are my own personal strategies
that work for me.

Thus although | may lead a practice for other learners and attempt to share with them the few
things that | do know, | am beginning to doubt how useful I am being. Might | be doing more harm
than good? Leading them off the accepted way of doing things and setting them up for confusion?

| don’'t know the answer to the question ‘just because you sort of know/understand something, should
you then attempt to pass on this knowledge, or should you keep quiet and let more experienced
people take up the challenge?’. Is it enough to have enthusiasm and a desire to help, or should
relative newcomers bow out and let the experienced get on with it? But some of them may lack
the skills that | have to offer. Being an experienced ringer does not necessarily make someone a
suitable teacher, any more than being an experienced teacher makes someone a suitable ringer.
Tricky!
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Covering

The ART team

Covering, ringing behind or tenoring, are all terms that mean the same thing - which is continually
ringing a bell - the tenor - steadily in the same position, at the end of every row, usually while the
other bells ring a method on an odd number of bells.

Although you might hear ringers saying self-deprecatingly
‘I can only ring the tenor to methods’ or ‘I just tenor behind’,
having an accurately rung tenor provides stability, rhythm
and a point of reference for the other working bells as they
come into lead. A steady tenor can save a piece of ringing
from totally falling apart if there are multiple errors or if the
striking becomes choppy. In addition, when you are ringing
the tenor you can start to develop your observation skills in a
non critical way so that you can start to notice, for example,
the order in which bells come up to the back, if they dodge
or lie or both, and when the treble is there. Getting into the
habit of observing what is happening at the back can really
help the conductor, too.

On the flipside, a tenor ringer who can’t strike their bell
accurately and who rings at variable speeds can also cause
great difficulty for the other members of the band, so covering
is a very important skill to practise and develop. In fact,
some might argue that the tenor is the most important bell.
Good bell control, ringing steadily, listening skills, ropesight
and the ability to handle a larger bell are all skills which can
be honed to perfection by regularly ringing the tenor behind
to methods.

The motto for covering?

As we contemplate a return to ringing, it's a great way to
ease yourself back in.

ART have produced a handy toolbox about covering on
their website here:

http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes/
covering-toolbox

The toolbox includes

® videos on how to develop the skill with a real band
or with a simulator,

® a jargon buster,
® advice on listening and bell control,

® and a fantastic video full of advice on ringing
heavier bells presented by Julia Cater from the
St Martin’s Guild. It's not really about physical
strength, of course, but it’s all about technique.

For teachers there are tips on how to help ringers learn to
cover, and advice on how to teach using a simulator if your
tower has one.

Julia Cater - presenter of the
video on ringing heavier bells
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Roos Ringers Road to Recovery

Helen Audley, Roos, East Yorkshire

Roos is a rural East Riding village 15 miles east of Hull. Even within the Beverley and District Ringing
Society we are referred to as ‘the Far East’. Our location has definite pros and cons. Travelling
time and distance makes attendance at ringing events a major undertaking, especially for children
who are reliant on parents to transport them. However, Roos has a strong identity and sense of
community. Children are able to ‘play out’ and most of our young ringers can get to the church
under their own steam.

The restoration and augmentation of our bells from five to six in 2012 proved to be the catalyst for a
major programme of teaching. A further augmentation to eight in 2014 saw the older children from
Roos C of E Primary School taken to Loughborough to watch the new bells being cast. The whole
school came to the church to watch the new bells being hoisted up into the tower. It gave them a
sense of ownership and involvement.

Building this strong link between the church and the primary school through ringing has been
crucial to the success of our band. Our young ringers feel very special when they leave school early
to get to the church ahead of their peers so that the bells are ringing as everyone arrives for an end
of term or special service. We have the benefit of ringing from a mezzanine gallery, clearly visible
to the congregation so ringing is an inclusive part of worship. This tangible evidence of church and
community team work never fails to impress.

In 2018 our work was recognised with the ART /nnovation
in Recruitment or Retention Award and Roos was Highly
Commended in the Schools Group category which put us
in the spotlight. This year, Jayden Newton was joint winner
of the Outstanding Contribution Award - presented to him
on his 11th birthday. TV and radio appearances and press
interest have been exciting. The profile of ringing has been
raised in our area and Roos is proud of our young band.

Jayden nearly didn’t log in to the online Awards Ceremony
on Zoom back in March because he thought he would just
be watching other people win things. He was very pleased
to be nominated but didn’t think he stood a chance as he
was only 11. Being a joint winner made him so happy. When
asked what he likes about ringing, Jayden’s reply was that he
likes seeing his friends and being able to ring with them in a
team. He particularly likes ringing call changes because he
likes the ones with different names such as Queens or Kings.
In fact, out of all our ringers, Jayden is very interested in the
sounds of different bells - which is why he loves to visit other
towers.
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Jayden was then asked whether he thinks ringing helps him  jayden - joint winner of the 2021
with other things in life. He says ringers have to adapt to ART Outstanding Contribution award
how other ringers are thinking and try to help them. (Jayden

is very good at encouraging new learners.) It has made him more safety conscious and can now
tune his guitar unaided because he is used to hearing different notes.

Ringing Room and video conferencing has kept us going through the pandemic. We have continued
to meet every week on our practice night. I'm afraid to say the adult ringers dropped quickly by
the wayside. Flaky internet connections didn’t help, but the youngsters have stuck with it. They are
now far more advanced in theory than they are going to be in practice when we get back in the
tower. The assistance of Wheatley has been a mixed blessing. I've discovered they have got very
proficient at gap filling and can ring all sorts of things when it is just one learner and a strong band.
More than one learner and they both try to fill any hesitation, thinking it is them that must be wrong.
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Every week the cry is ‘When can we get back to proper
ringing’? At Roos it’s not that straightforward - for the
best of reasons. The long awaited extension of our tiny §
ringing gallery is well underway - as is the installation g
of a toilet and kitchenette on the ground floor. This
means we will have space outside of the rope circle for
seating, teaching and the storage of Haribos. Parents
will be able to watch their children without the risk
of being lassoed with a rope and we can welcome
interested visitors to see what goes on.

Now we are emerging from lockdown, the intention is
to visit other towers until we can access our own bells.
| anticipate several sessions of individual practice with
adults as well as children - some of whom are worried
they will have forgotten how to ring.

The Roos Ringers

Towards the end of last year, 13-year-old Abigail took over the teaching of her 10-year-old brother
Daniel. Covid restrictions meant | had to maintain social distance and bell handling lessons had to
stop, but Daniel was keen to continue. They did this under my careful supervision and with their
mother also in attendance (mainly with her camera!). The nervous energy | used up was far greater
than if | were doing the teaching myself - but not once did | have to rush over and intervene. They
did amazingly well. | hope this will resume in the near future.

Jayden’s award was richly deserved. He has a passion for and commitment to anything to do with
ringing. As such, he is an excellent ambassador both for Roos and for ringing in general. Our young
band, plus the ever-patient supporting adults, are what grass roots ringing is all about.

Jayden'’s top tip for anyone anxious about returning to ringing:

Don't worry — just do it = you won't have foragotten! 7
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