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Why?

• Recognition that much more 
can be done with call 
changes

• Raise the profile of call 
changes

• Better understanding 
will lead to better 
ringing

• Broaden the capabilities of 
bands

• Hardly touched upon in LtR
(Level 2)

• To raise the standards of 
ringing that the public hears



What is it?

• Scheme of work to teach 
people to ring call changes 
in incremental steps in 
much the same way as we 
teach method ringing. 

• Parallel scheme to LtR

• Levels 1 and 2 the same

• Pathways diverge at Level 3

• Can follow both pathways



Who is it for?

• Presents opportunities for 
those who do not have 
resources at their disposal 
to progress to method 
ringing, or if like me, you 
really like call changes

• Ideal for new bands to work 
on together

• Teachers who don’t have 
enough confidence in their 
own method ringing 
experience to teach



How was it 
devised?

• Looked at what is good 
about Devon Call Changes 

• Looked at what is different

• What aspects are 
transferable

• What about the 
differences?



Key points about 
the scheme

• All members of the 
band should be able to 
ring anywhere in the 
circle and conduct

• Teaching exercises lead 
to versatility



Key points about 
the scheme

Each level has 

• ringing targets

• conducting targets 

• theory targets



New skills are 
introduced

Jump Call changes – 2 types

• Jump from one 
musical row to 
another

• Calls that require 
bells to move more 
than one place (in 
some cases many 
places)



New skills are 
introduced

• Devon sequences

• Cyclic

• Predetermined
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Up the Garden Path 
 
Start and finish from an agreed musical row. Call each bell from the lead to the back, in turn. 
 

 
 
Try the same exercise starting from different musical rows e.g. Whittingtons or Tittums. 
 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 Rounds 5–1 2 4 1 5 3 6  

5–4 1 2 3 4 5 6  5–3 2 4 1 3 5 6  

2–3 1 3 2 5 4 6  2–4 4 2 1 3 5 6  

5–2 1 3 5 2 4 6 Queens 2–1 4 1 2 3 5 6  

1–3 3 1 5 2 4 6  2–3 4 1 3 2 5 6  

1–5 3 5 1 2 4 6  2–5 4 1 3 5 2 6  

1–2 3 5 2 1 4 6  4–1 1 4 3 5 2 6  

1–4 3 5 2 4 1 6  4–3 1 3 4 5 2 6  

3–5 5 3 2 4 1 6  4–5 1 3 5 4 2 6  

3–2 5 2 3 4 1 6  4–2 1 3 5 2 4 6 Queens 

3–4 5 2 4 3 1 6  5–2 1 3 2 5 4 6  

3–1 5 2 4 1 3 6  3–2 1 2 3 5 4 6  

5–2 2 5 4 1 3 6  5–4 1 2 3 4 5 6 Rounds 

5–4 2 4 5 1 3 6          





Pilot scheme

August–December 
2021

6 bands

Most focussed on 
Levels 2 and 3

Excited about the 
scheme



Feedback

I found the scheme of great use to my band. The band were returning to ringing 
after 18 months of no regular practice due to the pandemic. In March 2020, the 
band had been ringing basic call changes and up to Plain Hunt, so they were 
experienced (technically) up to Level 2, but on returning to ring this course 
provided a solid base to refresh and build on their previous taught skills. For me, 
the best part was that it was a different approach to Call Changes, so the band did 
not feel they were having to start all over again. 

They and I really enjoyed the step wise approach which included not only ringing 
call changes but covering the theory and (which was a first for several of them) 
calling the changes.

It also gave me a basis to build up my band’s confidence with suggestions as to 
what we could be covering each practice. There were also a few activities that 
were new to me as well!

Dee Smith



Feedback

Our ringers were commenting before we started the scheme that they 
didn't get enough practice at call changes, so this scheme has given us the 
incentive to address this. We're finding it very useful and I intend to make 
both schemes available to my ringers going forward.

Ginnette Pardoe



Feedback

Elliot (10) really enjoyed the call 
changes scheme - the science of 
it and the empowerment that its 
accessibility to all ages brings. It's 
also been great for him being 
made to ring and call from 
different bells and given him a 
very full understanding of his 
place within the change - much 
more than I had learning the 
standard way. Love it!

Sally (Elliot’s Mum)



Feedback

I love how many different 
sequences there are and how 
they all link together. It makes 
good patterns. I love being in 
charge of the ringing and 
everyone else having to do 
what I say (though sometimes 
they don't) even though I am 
the youngest.

Max (9)



Feedback

Call changes are fun because you 
can call to tuneful rows or just 
completely randomly if you want 
to. I like that you can guess 
which change is coming next and 
start to see which order the bells 
are in.

Lex (11)



Resources

A dedicated toolbox of 
resources is available at 
http://ringingteachers.or
g/resources/Method-
Toolboxes

http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes
http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes
http://ringingteachers.org/resources/Method-Toolboxes


Resources

Personal progress logbooks are 
available from the ART shop

https://shop.bellringing.org/art-
publications/63-ltr-advanced-call-
changes-ringer-s-personal-
achievement-logbook.html



Resources

Certificates of achievement
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